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INTRODUCTION 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

As  1949  was  the  first  completed  calendar  year  under  the 
National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947,  the  form  of  the 
report  has  been  modified  in  accordance  with  the  local  auth- 
ority’s health  functions  under  the  Act. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  Birth  Rate  in  1949  was  19.8,  compared  with  22.6  in 
1948.  3.9%  of  the  1736  births  referable  to  the  County  were 
illegitimate,  against  a percentage  of  4.7  in  1948.  The 
Marriage  Rate  in  1949  was  7.6  per  thousand  of  the  population, 
as  against  8.0  in  1948.  The  Death  Rate  of  10.6  per  1000  is 
slightly  higher  than  the  previous  figure  of  10.2.  Scotland’s 
rate  in  1949  was  12.3.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  40,  three 
points  less  than  the  previous  year’s  and  one  point  below  the 
average  for  Scotland.  It  is  worth  while  noting  that  since  1947 
the  rate  for  Scotland  has  fallen  abruptly  from  56  to  41,  a 
drop  of  fifteen  points.  One  may  hope  that  the  decline  in  infant 
mortality  in  West  Lothian,  gratifying  though  it  is,  will  not 
continue  to  be  retarded,  but  will  share  in  the  acceleration 
shown  for  the  country  as  a whole.  An  adverse  factor,  noted 
generally  throughout  the  country,  is  the  relatively  high  death 
rate  among  infants  under  one  month  old — the  neo-natal 
death  rate.  This  was  24.8,  compared  with  14.9,  the  death  rate 
for  infants  between  one  and  twelve  months  old. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

The  important  advisory  and  preventive  work  of  health 
visitors  among  mothers  and  young  children  was  extended 
during  1949  by  the  opening  of  child  welfare  clinics  at  Winch- 
burgh,  Seafield,  and  Broxburn,  the  latter  centre  serving  both 
Broxburn  and  Uphall  districts.  Attendances  at  the  new  clinics 
have  been  satisfactory,  and  there  are  signs  that  we  may 
expect  increasing  patronage  as  the  facilities  in  these  districts 
become  more  widely  known.  The  total  of  attendances  at  all 
clinics  was  9,867. 

There  are  at  present  no  ante-natal  clinics  under  the 
County  Council’s  auspices,  but  there  is  a very  satisfactory 
arrangement  whereby  district  midwives  attend  at  doctors’ 
surgeries  for  ante-natal  supervision  of  domiciliary  cases. 
Expectant  mothers  having  their  confinement  in  the  Mater- 
nity Unit.  Bangour  Hospital,  are  in  addition  supervised  at  an 
ante-natal  clinic  held  there  weekly. 
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Under  the  Government’s  scheme,  provision  of  free  or 
cheap  milk  was  made  to  742  expectant  mothers  and  9,035 
children,  but  the  uptake  of  vitamins  showed  no  improvement 
on  last  year’s  figures,  although  it  was  in  some  cases  possible 
to  improve  distribution  arrangements.  Local  Press  publicity 
was  also  given  to  this  question  in  the  report  of  a welfare  food 
demonstration  arranged  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  Bathgate, 
which  was  addressed  by  Provost  Glen. 

Child-birth  infections  were  reduced  in  1949  almost  to 
vanishing  point,  only  three  mothers  being  notified  as  suffer- 
ing from  mild  fever.  There  was  only  one  death  from  puer- 
peral sepsis. 

DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

All  except  4 of  the  851  births  occurring  at  home  were 
attended  by  domiciliary  midwives,  including  private  mid- 
wives in  contract  with  the  County  Council.  In  each  case  a 
doctor  was  engaged,  and  the  ante-natal  and  post-natal  care 
by  both  doctor  and  midwife  built  up  by  the  previous  County 
Maternity  Services  Scheme  was  well  maintained.  The  Mater- 
nity Unit  at  Bangour  Hospital  was  in  operation  during  the 
full  year,  and  this  has  resulted  in  a 30%  reduction  in  the 
number  of  home  confinements,  although  the  domiciliary 
midwives  continued  to  give  ante-natal  and  post-natal  super- 
vision to  mothers  confined  in  the  Unit. 

The  curriculum  for  the  training  of  midwives  includes 
the  management  of  cases  confined  at  home,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose arrangements  were  made  with  the  Hospital  Board  for 
the  accommodation  of  pupil  midwives  at  the  Nurses’  Home. 
Bo’ness.  Two  pupils  live  in  here  while  they  take  their  cases 
under  the  supervision  of  local  midwives,  and  it  is  hoped  to 
extend  these  facilities  elsewhere  in  the  County.  The  difficulty 
is  not  only  that  of  accommodation,  but  also  the  fact  that  the 
presence  of  the  Unit  in  the  County  has  itself,  as  noted  above, 
reduced  the  number  of  domiciliary  cases,  thus  tending  to 
prolong  the  period  of  training  on  district  beyond  practical 
limits. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a beginning  was  made  in 
the  training  of  those  midwives  who  do  not  hold  certificates 
of  proficiency  in  the  administration  of  gas  and  air  for  the 
easing  of  the  pains  of  childbirth.  The  course  consists  of  the 
management  of  cases  in  the  Maternity  Unit  and  a series  of 
lecture-demonstrations.  Two  midwives  completed  the  course 
and  obtained  their  certificates. 

HEALTH  VISITING 

The  health  visitors  had  a busy  year  in  1949.  Besides 
their  attendances  at  the  child  welfare  and  other  clinics  and 
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their  numerous  other  duties  they  found  time  to  put  in  a total 
of  16,404  visits  to  mothers  and  young  children.  They  are  wel- 
come visitors  in  the  home,  and  their  valued  advice  on  infant 
feeding,  clothing,  and  hygiene  and  the  care  of  the  expectant 
mother,  plays  a large  part  in  ensuring  the  health  and  good 
physique  of  the  coming  generation,  and  in  reducing  infant 
mortality.  The  extension  of  their  service  to  the  whole  family 
unit  envisaged  by  the  Health  Act  still  remains  an  ideal,  and 
more  health  visitors  are  needed.  The  supply  is  desperately 
short,  and  county  areas  are  perhaps  at  a disadvantage  com- 
pared with  the*  larger  cities.  Of  a recent  batch  of  33  candi- 
dates who  obtained  the  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate,  no  less 
than  11  acepted  appointments  on  the  health  visiting  staff  of 
one  large  city  alone. 

HOME  NURSING 

A full  year  of  home  nursing  under  the  control  of  the 
County  Council  has  brought  out  a total  of  53,413  visits  to 
6.344  patients  by  the  27  nurses  operating  in  the  County.  The 
patients  nursed  were  medical,  surgical,  and  maternity  cases, 
and  in  addition  there  were  2,737  visits  to  casual  cases.  These 
figures  give  some  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  work  under- 
taken by  the  district  nurses.  It  has  also  its  repercussions  on 
the  controlling  activities  of  the  Nursing  Sub-Committee,  the 
supervisors  of  district  nurses,  and  the  clerical  staff  of  the 
Health  Department,  who  together  have  handled  the  many 
vexed  problems  of  administration  in  a praiseworthy  manner. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

A full  report  on  the  School  Health  Services  by  Dr  Ross 
is  incorporated  in  this  Report. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Under  the  Act,  vaccination  is  no  longer  compulsory,  it 
Deing  left  to  propaganda  to  induce  parents  to  have  their  in- 
fants vaccinated.  The  meagre  number  of  288  successful  vac- 
cinations and  re-vaccinations  reported  by  practitioners 
represents  at  its  face  value  an  almost  total  lack  of  response 
to  the  propaganda  efforts  put  forward  by  the  district  nurses, 
health  visitors,  and  doctors,  aided  by  leaflets  and  posters.  It 
has  to  be  borne  in  mind,  however,  that  the  actual  number  of 
vaccinations  is  probably  much  higher,  as  by  the  end  of  the 
year  agreement  on  the  fee  to  be  paid  to  general  practitioners 
for  record  cards  had  not  been  reached  by  the  negotiating 
bodies. 
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The  diphtheria  immunisation  work  of  the  School  Health 
Service  has  now  become  so  well  established  that  a negative 
response  from  parents  is  rarely  met  with.  Acceptance  is  a 
matter  of  course,  and  the  few  laggards  who.  after  consent, 
fail  to  bring  their  children,  are  not  suffered  by  the  health 
visitors  to  persist  in  procrastination. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Scarlet  Fever  notifications  during  1949  fell  to  308  from 
516  in  the  previous  year.  All  the  cases  were  mild.  No  cases  of 
Typhoid  or  Paratyphoid  Fever  were  reported,  and  only  6 of 
Dysentery.  There  was  only  one  case  of  Poliomyelitis.  For  the 
first  time  in  West  Lothian,  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  were 
recorded  during  1949.  It  would  therefore  appear  that  the 
target  set  by  the  immunisation  campaign  begun  in  1941  has 
at  last  been  hit,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  final  eradica- 
tion of  the  disease  is  within  sight.  Notifications  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  rose  again  in  1949,  185  being  recorded  against 
112  in  1948.  Non- Pulmonary  notifications  remained  at  the 
same  low  level. 

With  the  exception  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  therefore, 
the  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  remarkably  low — 
lower  even  than  in  the  previous  year. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Forty  deaths  occurred  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  and 
6 from  non-respiratory  forms  of  the  disease,  the  total  for  the 
two  forms  being  about  the  same  as  for  last  year.  Tubercu- 
culosis  is  therefore  still  a serious  problem  in  the  County. 
Certain  measures  inaugurated  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  early  in  the  year,  in  consultation  with  this  Depart- 
ment, are  now  in  operation,  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  will 
soon  begin  to  effect  a reduction  in  the  incidence  of  the  dis- 
ease. The  general  practitioner,  who  first  and  last  is  respons- 
ible for  the  care  of  the  tuberculous  patient,  has  had  his  hand 
greatly  strengthened  by  the  provision  of  weekly  chest  clinics 
at  Bangour  Hospital.  These  clinics  deal  with  large  numbers 
of  persons  sent  for  diagnosis,  and  patients  continuing  treat- 
ment on  out-patient  lines.  There  is  also  a clinic  for  supervision 
of  contacts,  and  much  valuable  work  on  case-finding  is  being 
done  at  these.  In  the  latter  work  the  County  Council's 
health  visitors  co-operate  in  furnishing  lists  of  contacts. 
Their  supervisory  visits  to  patients  in  their  homes  are  also 
an  important  feature  of  the  local  authority’s  part  in  the 
anti-tuberculosis  campaign.  The  re-housing  of  tuberculous 
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patients  living  in  insanitary  or  overcrowded  conditions  con- 
tinues to  present  serious  problems  to  house-letting  commit- 
tees. This  question  and  that  of  the  insufficiency  of  hospital 
beds  through  lack  of  nursing  staff  are  the  chief  obstacles  to 
advance.  They  are  having  adverse  effects  both  on  treatment 
of  the  early  case  and  in  limitation  of  the  spread  of  infection. 

It  was  hoped  by  1950  to  introduce  B.C.G.  -vaccination 
against  tuberculosis,  and  to  arrange  for  visits  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board’s  mobile  mass  radiography  unit  to  the  County. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES 

New  cases  reported  from  the  treatment  centre  at  Edin- 
burgh Royal  Infirmary  totalled  142  compared  with  164  in 
1948,  and  this  probably  represents  a distinct  lessening  of  the 
incidence  of  venereal  infection.  Treatment  and  travelling 
expenses  are  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  but 
requests  are  occasionally  received  for  the  assistance  of  health 
visitors  for  follow-up  work. 

STAFF 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  post  of  second  Assistant 
Medical  Officer,  made  permanent  the  previous  year,  is  now 
filled.  Dr  J.  Murray  McEwan  was  appointed  in  March  to  take 
up  work  mainly  in  the  School  Health  Service,  and  has 
proved  a welcome  addition  to  the  staff.  There  were  two 
resignations  from  the  health  visitor  staff  during  the  year — 
Miss  Mennie.  Bo’ness  district,  and  Miss  Reekie,  Whitburn 
district.  These  resignations  are  much  regretted  by  their  col- 
leagues and  numerous  clientele.  Miss  Reekie,  who  retired  on 
account  of  ill-health,  had  served  on  the  County  Nursing  Staff 
for  26  years.  Both  were  health  visitors  of  outstanding  merit, 
and  their  service  is  acknowledged  with  gratitude.  Miss  M.  S. 
Laing’s  resignation  in  May  from  the  post  of  joint  chief 
clerkess  after  24  years’  service  with  the  County  Health 
Department  was  a major  loss.  Her  work  was  of  the  highest 
quality  and  her  record  of  service  is  unique.  On  her  departure 
the  clerical  staff  of  the  Health  and  School  Medical  Depart- 
ments were  combined  under  Miss  Gillon,  and  the  Medical 
Officer  exchanged  premises  with  the  Welfare  Officer.  The 
re-arrangement  has  worked  well,  and  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments are  due  to  all  medical,  technical,  and  clerical  staff  for 
their  devoted  service  throughout  the  year. 

L.  J.  HOWIE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

County  Buildings, 

Linlithgow. 

15th  November,  1950. 
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Road  Transport  Accidents  ... 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

i 

14 

Other  Violence 

36 

— 

5 

5 

3 

— 

3 

20 

Causes  Ill-Defined  or  Unknown 

11 

— 

3 

o 

— 

— 

— 

6 

921  42 


126  121  44  29  48  514 


9 


BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  FOR  COUNTY 
(Landward  and  Burghal)  per  1,000  Population 


1949 

Scotland,  1949 

Birth  Rate  (corrected) 

19.8 

18.5 

Death  Rate,  all  Causes  (corrected ) . . . 

1O.0 

12.3 

Death  Rate,  Tuberculosis  (corrected) 

0.53 

0.59 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Births 

40.0 

41.0 

NUMBER  OF  DEATHS  IN  THE  VARIOUS  AGE  GROUPS 

DURING  1949 


0) 

a> 

£ 

o 

Sh 

h 

a> 

G 

T3 

G 

cq 

a 

T3 

-*-> 

03 

&J1 

t/3 

C/3 

on 

s: 

C/3 

03 

* 

Ages  at  Death 

West 

Loth 

S 

H 

< 

5 

03 

CQ 

a 

o 

ra 

G 

£ 

Sout! 

Quee 

£ 

fS 

'O 

G 

03 

1-1 

Under  1 ... 

09 

8 

3 

10 

o 

3 

5 

3b 

1 — 4 ... 

15 

— 

2 

i 

i 

1 

2 

8 

5 — 9 ... 

3 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

2 

10 — 14  ... 

7 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

15 — 24  ... 

23 

1 

— 

l 

3 

— 

i 

17 

25 — 34  ... 

28 

3 

4 

2 

1 

— 

i 

17 

35 14  ... 

44 

2 

9 

4 

3 

1 

2 

23 

45 — 5 1 ... 

87 

3 

ii 

8 

— 

3 

5 

57 

55 — 0 1 ... 

134 

0 

15 

18 

0 

5 

5 

79 

05 — 7 1 ... 

223 

8 

43 

29 

10 

7 

10 

110 

75 — 84  ... 

230 

7 

29 

41 

10 

7 

15 

121 

85  and  over  . . . 
Not  stated 

61 

3 

8 

7 

2 

o 

2 

37 

924 

42 

120 

121 

44 

29 

48 

514 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


DEATHS  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS 

Under  1 — 4 1 — 3 3 — 6 6 — 12 
1 week  weeks  m’ths  m’ths  m’ths 


Atelectasis 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningitis 
Convulsions  ... 

Pneumonia 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
Congenital  Heart  Disease  ... 
Premature  Birth 
Atrophy,  Debility,  and 
Marasmus 

Suffocation  and  Overlaying 

Hydrocephalus 

Spina  Bifida  ... 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Dysentery 

All  Other  Diseases 

Total  


1 


1 


21 


1 


o 


2 

34 


1 


1 

1 


1 

9 


o 


1 


4 

9 


1 


1 

9 


3 

] 

1 

1 


8 


Total 

1 

1 


2 
1 5 
1 
3 
8 

22 


3 

1 


lO 

(19 
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DEATH  RATES  PER  1000  BIRTHS 

*Still  Births  Under  1 Month  Under  1 Year 
21  29  47 

*The  Still  Birth  Rate  is  calculated  on  all  births  ; others  on  live  births  only. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

(a)  Deaths  from  Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

( b)  Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  Nil 


I.— MEDICAL  SERVICES 

I.— CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

(1)  ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  SERVICES 

The  County  Council  does  not  at  present  maintain  any  Ante-Natal  or 
Post-Natal  Clinics. 

District  Nurse  Midwives  attend  at  doctors  surgeries  for  ante-natal  and 
post-natal  supervision  of  their  cases. 


(2)  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS 


No.  of  Child- 

ren who  first 

attended  the 

Total  No.  of 

No.  of 

Clinics  during 

attendances 

No.  of 

Children 

year  and  who 

made  during 

Clinics 

who  atten- 

on the  date  of 

year  by  Child- 

provided at 

ded  the 

their  first 

ren  who  at  the 

the  end  of 

Clinics  din- 

attendance 

end  of  the  year 

the  year 

ing  year 

were 

were 

Under  1 

Over  1 

Under  1 

Over  1 

year  of 

year  of 

year  of 

year  of 

age 

age 

age 

age 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Local  Health 

Authority 

Clinics 

16 

1842 

1395 

447 

8709 

1158 

Clinics  provided 

by  Voluntary 

Organisations 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

LIST  OF  CHILD  WELFARE  CLINICS 

Armadale  Clinic  meets  every  Wednesday  from  2 to.  1 p.m. 

Bathgate  (Mid  Street)  Clinic  meets  every  Thursday  at  2 p.m. 
Bathgate  (West)  Clinic  meets  every  Tuesday  at  2.15  p.m. 

Blackburn  Clinic  meets  every  2nd.  3rd,  and  4th  Wednesday  from 
2 to  4 p.m. 

Blackridge  Clinic  meets  every  Thursday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Bo'ness  Clinic  meets  every  Thursday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Fauldhouse  Clinic  meets  every  Tuesday  from  2 to  I p.m. 

Harthill  Clinic  meets  every  Wednesday  from  2 to  I p.m.  (Millan  Hall.) 
Linlithgow  Clinic  meets  every  2nd  and  4th  Wednesday  from  3 to 
4 p.m. 

Whitburn  Clinic  meets  every  Thursday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Stoneyburn  Clinic  meets  every  Wednesday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 
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South  Queensferry  Clinic  meets  every  Tuesday  from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Winchburgh  Clinic  meets  every  1st  and  3rd  Wednesday  from  2 to 
4 p.m. 

Uphall  Clinic  (Community  Centre,  Broxburn)  meets  every  Tuesday 
from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Broxburn  Clinic  (Community  Centre.  Broxburn)  meets  every  Thurs- 
day from  2 to  4 p.m. 

Seafield  Clinic  (Works  Institute)  meet  1st  Wednesday  of  each  month 
from  2 to  4 p.m. 


During  the  course  of  the  year,  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
attendance  of  local  practitioners  at  the  following  Clinics  : — 


Armadale 

Bathgate  (Mid  Street) 

Bathgate  (West) 

Blackburn 

Blackridge 

Fauldhouse 

Linlithgow 

Whitburn 

Stoneyburn 

South  Queensferry 

Winchburgh 


Dr  GARDINER 
Dr  ROSSIE 
Dr  ROSSIE 
Dr  LANG 
Dr  HOPKINS 
Dr  NELSON 
Dr  CANDLISH 
Dr  GILCHRIST 
Dr  SHERRY 
Dr  HUGHES 
Dr  GRACIE 


Details  of  Attendances  at  these  Clinics  are  as  follows : — 


o 


(a)  No.  of  Children 

Attending — 

Under  1 year  187  217  97  87 

Over  1 year  72  53  10  31 

(b) Total  No.  of  At- 

tendances of 
Children — 

Under  1 year  1030  1795  136  519 
Over  1 year  125  96  75  58 
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cq  - 

73 

129 

76 

35 

188 

58 

61 

70 

II 

15 

19  39 

45 

34 

6 

4 

18 

3 

3 

61 

23 

2 

10  12 

353 

764 

712 

170 

1130 

310 

606 

527 

111 

17 

oo 

3? 

93 

99 

137 

8 

82 

10 

177 

125 

36 

2 

18  35 

(3)  DENTAL  CARE 

Expectant  Nursing  Pre-School 

Mothers  Mothers  Children 

No.  inspected  by  Dental  Officers 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  — — — 

No.  found  to  require  treatment 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  — — — 

No.  accepting  treatment  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — — 

No.  actually  treated  by  Dental 
Officers  during  the  year 


(4)  MOTHER  AND  BABY  HOMES 

There  are  no  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  in  the  County. 
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VITAMINS 

GOVERNMENT  SCHEME  FOR  DISTRIBUTION  OF  FREE  OR  CHEAP 
MILK  AND  VITAMIN  PREPARATIONS 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  735  expectant  mothers  and  8,923 
children  in  receipt  of  cheap  milk,  and  7 expectant  mothers  and  112  child- 
ren in  receipt  of  free  milk.  The  percentage  of  eligible  participants  making 
use  of  the  vitamin  scheme  was  26.1%  for  orange  juice.  32.2%  for  cod 
liver  oil,  and  30.05%  for  A.  and  D.  tablets. 

One  maternity  outfit  was  supplied  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

(5)  DAY  NURSERIES  (INCLUDING  24-HOUR  NURSERIES)  AS  AT 
END  OF  YEAR 

There  are  no  day  or  residential  nurseries  in  the  County. 


II.— MIDWIFERY 


(i)  Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  during  year — that  is, 
before  correction  for  mother’s  residence  : — 

Live  Births — 1,460  Still  Births — 31  Total — 1,491 

(ii)  Total  number  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  in  institutions  (including 
private  maternity  homes) — 640 

(iii)  Total  number  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  at  home — 851 

tiv)  Number  of  births  in  (iii)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance  : — 


Cases  dealt  with  under 


Section  23  i2)  of  the 
National  Health  Service 
(Scotland)  Act,  1947 

Mid- 

Doctor  Doctor  wife 
present  engaged  alone 
and  en-  and  not  (no 

Other  domiciliary 
cases 

Mid- 
wife With- 
alone  out 

(No  doctor 

gaged  at 

present 

doctor 

Doctor 

doctor 

or 

confine- 

at con- 

en- 

en- 

en- 

mid- 

(a) Midwives  employed 
by  the  Authority  (in- 
cluding those  engaged 

ment 

finement 

gaged) 

gaged 

gaged) 

wife 

on  fee  per  case  basis) 

(b)  Midwives  employed 
by  Voluntary  Organ- 

208 

639 

2 

isations 

(c)  Mid  wives  employed 
by  Hospital  Boards  of 

Management 
(d)  Private  practising 

Midwives 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Total 


849 


o 


208 


(e)  Totals 


639 


4 


851 
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(v)  Medical  Aid  under  Section  22  (i)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland) 
Act,  1915 

No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during  the  year 
under  Section  22  (i)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  by  a 
Midwife : — 

(a)  for  domiciliary  cases — Nil 

(i)  Where  the  Medical  Practitioner  had  arranged  to  provide 

maternity  medical  services  under  the  National  Health 
service — 28 

(ii)  Others — Nil 

(vi)  Administration  of  Analgesics 

(a)  No.  of  midwives  in  practice  in  the  area  qualified  to  administer 
Analgesics  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Central 
Midwives’  Board  for  Scotland  : — 

(i)  Domiciliary  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(ii)  In  Institutions  .. . ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  who  received  their  training  during 
the  year — 2 

(c)  No.  of  sets  of  apparatus  for  the  administration  of  Analgesics 
in  use  at  31st  December,  1949,  by  Domiciliary  Midwives  em- 
ployed by  the  Authority  or  employed  by  Voluntary  Organisa- 
tions in  the  Authority’s  area — Nil 

(d)  No.  on  order  at  31st  December,  1919— Nil 

(e)  No  of  cases  in  which  Analgesics  were  administered  by  mid- 
wives in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year — Nil 

(f)  No.  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  31st  December,  1949 — 13 


BOOKINGS 

1949 

1948 

District 

Nurses 

454 

689 

Private 

Midwives  ... 

444 

463 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM 

There  were  three  cases  notified  during  the  year.  One  was  admitted 
to  hospital. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER  AND  PUERPERAL  PYREXIA 

Puerperal  Fever  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1.  Notified  by  Doctors  ...  — 1 

2.  Notified  by  Midwives  ...  — 1 

3.  Admitted  to  Hospital  ...  — 1 

4.  Number  of  Deaths  ...  — — 
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BANGOUR  HOSPITAL  MATERNITY  UNIT 
Statistics  for  the  Year  1949 


Total  Admissions 
Total  patients  delivered 
Abortions 

Patients  transferred  before  delivery 
Patients  transferred  after  delivery 
Maternal  Deaths 

Maternal  death  rate  (deaths  per  1000 
Infants  born  in  hospital 
Infants  transferred 
Stillbirths 


live  and 


stillbirths) 


Stillbirth  rate  (stillbirths  per  1000  live  and  stillbirths) 
Neonatal 

Neonatal  death  rate  (Infant  deaths  per  1000  live  births) 


9 

2 

1 


640 

1 

17 

26.3 

9 

13.9 
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III.— HEALTH  VISITING 


No.  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitor  during  year 


I. 


Expectant  Children 
Mothers  under 

1 year  of  age 


Children 
between  the 
ages  of  1 & 5 


Tuberculosis 

Cases 


Other 

Cases 


First 

Visits 

2. 


Total  First 
Visits  Visits 


Total  First  Total  First 
Visits  Visits  Visits  Visits 


Total 

Total  First  Total  Visits 
Visits  Visits  Visits  paid 

9.  10.  11.  12. 


Health  Visi- 
tors employed  • 
by  the  Auth- 
ority 176  39  2325  8002  2762  8163  155  1252  — 1507  16404 


Health  Visi- 
tors employed 
by  Voluntary 
Organi- 
sations 


IV.— HOME  NURSING 


No.  of  cases  attended  by 
Home  Nurses  under 
arrangements  made  under 
this  Section 

Home  Nurses 

employed  djrectly 

by  the  Authority  ...  2919 

Home  Nurses 

employed  by  Volun- 
tary Organisations  ..  - — 


No.  of  Visits  paid 
by  Nurses 
to  these  Cases 


43289 


V.— DOMESTIC  HELP 


There  was  no  domestic  help  scheme  in  operation  in  the  County 
during  the  year. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 
Period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1949 


Number  of  persons  primarily 
vaccinated  during  period 


Number  of  persons  re-vaeeinated 
during  period 


Number 

of 

persons 

specially 

reported 

during 


Year 

of 

Birth 

Acce- 
lerated 
Typical  (vacci- 
vaccinia  noid) 
greatest  Reaction 
at  7th-  5th-7th 
10th  day  day 

Re- 
action 
great- 
est at 
2nd -3rd 
day 

No 

local 

re- 

action 

Typi- 

cal 

vacci- 
nia 
great- 
est at 
7th- 
10th 
day 

Acce- 
lerated 
(vacci-  Re- 
noid)  action 
re-  great- 

action  est  at 
5th-7th  2nd-3rd 
day  day 

No 

local 

re- 

action 

period 

because 

of 

actual 

or 

alleged 
compli- 
cation 
of  vacci- 
nation 

1949 

142 

6 

1 

19 

2 

— 

— 

3 

1948 

83 

1 

— 

6 

3 

— 

— 

1 



1947 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





1946 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1945 

o 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1944 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1943 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 





1942 



1941 

o 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1.940 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1939 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1938 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1937 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 936 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1935 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1934 

or 

earlier  4 

1 

— 

1 

21 

10 

4 

9 

— 

235 

8 

1 

26 

28 

10 

6 

13 

— 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

During  the  year,  1,715  pre-school  and  114  school  children  were 
immunised,  and  .1,622  maintenance  doses  were  given.  The  effect  of  im- 
munisation is  indicated  by  the  following  : — 

Average 

1936-40  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945  1946  1947  1948  1949 
Notifications  326  170  81  106  83  46  40  26  10  — 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Area 

Notified  in 
Respiratory 

1949 

Non-Resp. 

Total  Cases 
Respiratory 

in  Area 
Non-Resp. 

Landward 

106 

24 

249 

53 

Armadale 

9 

1 

12 

4 

Bathgate 

33 

4 

61 

13 

Bo’ness 

11 

5 

34 

12 

Linlithgow 

8 

1 

23 

3 

So.  Queensferry 

8 

— 

12 

— 

Whitburn 

10 

3 

22 

8 

185 

38 

413 

93 

Number  of  Persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  December, 
1949,  who  were  known  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 


tH 

and 
er  10 

iC 

it 

xj  ci 

10 
XJ  CO 

>0 
XJ  "7 

10 
XJ  CO 

XJ 

W5 

i-4 

T3 

£ u 

3 

cd 

3 

03 

3 

fO  ^ 

c 

cd  t-4 

3 

CCS  *-» 

3 

as 

XJ 

Lh 

<u 

CTJ  £ 

0) 

<D 

(Li 

<D 

01 

ns 

XJ 

C XJ 

i".  T 3 

IT  XJ 

1C  XJ 

1C  T3 

) c 

£ 

£ 

-h  e 

1 • 3 

— 3 

— 3 

ci  a 

::  C 

— 3 

-_c 

a 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

o 

H 


Respiratory 


Notified  1919 

M.  . 

2 

5 4 

8 19 

16 

11 

16 

4 85 

F.  . 

i 

1 5 

2 54 

22 

7 

7 

1 100 

Total  in  Area 

M.  . 

i 

2 12 

14  53 

55 

19 

2-9 

5 190 

31/12/49 

F.  . 

o 

5 5 

8 108 

66 

19 

10 

— 223 

Non-Respiratory 

Notified  1949 

M.  . 

i 

3 — 

2 3 

— 

2 

1 

1 13 

F.  . 

..  — 

2 5 

2 8 

5 

i 

1 

1 25 

Total  in  Area 

M.  . 

..  — 

2 4 

10  12 

o 

2 

2 

— 34 

31/12/49 

F. 

..  — 

5 7 

9 19 

9 

4 

3 

3 59 

In  Sanatoria  Admitted  Discharged  In  Sanatoria 
on  1st  Jan.,  during  or  died  on  31st  Dec., 

1949 

1949 

1949 

1949 

Males 

. . 

32 

54 

28 

58 

Females 

42 

54 

38 

58 

Children 

, . 

16 

13 

12 

17 

90 

121 

78 

133 

184  cases  treated  during  1949  suffered  from  Respiratory  Tubercu- 
losis and  27  from  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis. 
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Number  of  Persons  who  died  from  Tuberculosis  in  the  area 
during  the  year,  with  particulars  as  to  period  elapsing 
between  notification  and  death,  and  between  discharge  from 
an  Institution  and  death 


No.  of  Persons  who  died  from  Tuber- 
culosis 

Of  whom — 

Not  notified  or  notified  only  at  or  after 
death 

Notified  less  than  1 month  before  death 
Notified  from  1 to  3 months  before  death 
Notified  from  3 to  6 months  before  death 
Notified  from  6 to  12  months  before  death 
Notified  from  1 to  2 years  before  death 
Notified  over  2 years  before  death 
No.  who  died  within  28  days  after  dis- 
charge from  an  institution  ... 

No.  who  died  more  than  28  days  after 
discharge  from  an  institution 


Respiratory  Non-respiratory 
Males  Females  Males  Females 


20  22 

2 4 

3 — 

2 2 

4 5 

2 5 

7 G 


3 2 


3 2 

2 1 

1 — 

- 1 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  cases  notified  and  confirmed  during  the  year  are  shown  on  the 
appended  table  : — 
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Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

l 

1 

l 

1 

— 

— 

4 

o 

3 

Diphtheria 

4 
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1 — 
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Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal 
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— 

— 

2 

6 

3 
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Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary  ... 

49 

i 

15 

5 

— 

5 — 

75 

57 

55 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Malaria 

i 

Puerperal  Fever 

i 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Poliomyelitis,  Acute  ... 

i — 

i 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

191 

28 

34 

23 

3 

5 24 

308 

44 

51 G 

Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary 

10G 

9 

33 

11 

8 

8 10 

185 

108 

112 

Tuberculosis,  Non-Pulmonary 

24 

1 

4 

5 

1 

— 3 

38 

13 

39 

Total  

397 

43 

91 

48 

12 

oo  42 

655 

252 

790 

19 

The  following  table  shows  the  Landward  distribution  of  the  Infec- 
tious Disease  notifications  : — 
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12 

16 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 
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Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal 
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39 
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Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 
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Malaria 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 
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Scarlet  Fever 
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25 
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49 
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Total 

2 

17 

11 

2 

3 

21 

24 

3 

31 

50 

103 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

Patients  resident  in  West  Lothian,  treated  at  Treatment  Centres 
in  the  South-Eastern  Region,  Scotland,  during  1949  : — 
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LUNACY  AND  MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 

Lunatics  and  Mental  Defectives  dealt  with  for  the 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1949 


Age  Group 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1. 

No.  of  lunatics  removed  to 

mental  hospitals  ...  ...  20 — 30 

2 

4 

6 

30 — 40 

3 

4 

7 

40 — 50 

3 

2 

5 

50 — GO 

2 

3 

5 

60 — 70 

1 

2 

3 

Over  70 

5 

6 

11 

16 

21 

37 

2. 

No.  of  voluntary  patients  removed  to 
mental  hospitals  ... 

7 

6 

13 

3. 

No.  of  lunatics  boarded  out  in  private 
dwellings  at  31st  December,  1949 

5 

2 

7 

Mental  Defectives — 

4. 

No.  of  mental  defectives  removed  to  certi- 
fied institutions 



2 

2 

5. 

No.  of  mental  defectives  re-certified  and 
detention  continued 

11 

8 

19 

6. 

No.  of  new  cases  placed  under  guardian- 
ship 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

No.  of  certified  and  uncertified  mental 

defectives  boarded  out  in  private  dwel- 
lings 

17 

16 

43 

8. 

No.  on  waiting  lists  for  admissions  to 
certified  institution 

12 

4 

16 

21 


SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

This  report  for  the  year  ending  31st  July,  1949,  has  been 
prepared  in  accordance  with  instructions  issued  by  the 


Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Estimated  Population  of  Area — 1949  87,479 

Number  of  Schools — 

(a)  Primary  • 29 

(b)  Junior  Secondary  10 

(c)  Senior  Secondary  (of  which  three  have 

Primary  Departments)  6 

(d)  1.  Special  Schools  — 

2.  Special  Classes  in  ordinary  schools  ....  5 

(e)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  Education  Commit- 
tee and  under  Medical  Inspection  ....  ....  — 

Number  of  Children  on  the  registers 14,933 

Number  of  Children  in  average  attendance 13,439 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  SCHOOLS 

The  maintenance  of  the  schools  is  undertaken  by  the 
County  Architect’s  Department,  and  although  many  of  the 
buildings  are  old-fashioned  in  design  they  were  kept  in  a 
good  state  of  repair.  A number  of  schools  were  re-decorated 
and  many  minor  improvements  effected.  On  the  whole,  the 
standard  of  cleanliness  was  high. 

In  last  year’s  report,  reference  was  made  to  overcrowd- 
ing caused  by  the  raised  school  leaving  age.  To  accommodate 
the  increased  number  of  senior  pupils,  additional  temporary 
classrooms  were  brought  into  use  this  year  at  the  following 
schools — Bathgate  Junior  Secondary,  St.  Mary’s  Secondary. 
Armadale  Junior  Secondary,  Broxburn  High.  St.  Nicholas, 
Broxburn,  Fauldhouse  Junior  Secondary,  Linlithgow  Acad- 
emy, and  Whitburn  Junior  Secondary.  However,  overcrowd- 
ing still  remained,  notably  in  Whitburn  Junior  Secondary. 
Blackburn  Public,  Blackburn  R.C..  Fauldhouse  R.C.,  and 
Armadale  R.C.  Schools.  In  the  areas  which  these  schools 
serve,  there  is  an  increasing  population  and  the  Education 
Committee  decided  upon  an  extensive  programme  of  school 
building  at  Blackburn,  Greenrigg,  and  Whitburn,  which 
should  eventually  abolish  the  overcrowding. 
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ORGANISATION 

A.  System  and  Extent  of  Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment 

1.  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

The  following  groups  of  children  underwent  systematic 
medical  inspection  : — 

(1)  Entrants,  i.e.,  children  entering  school  for  the  first 
time. 

(2)  Intermediates — 9 year  age  group. 

(3)  Leavers — 13  year  age  group. 

(4)  Secondary — 16  year  age  group. 

In  addition,  vision  and  hearing  of  the  Juniors — 7 year 
age  group — were  tested. 

2.  TREATMENT 

(a)  Minor  Ailments. — See  Annual  Report  for  1946-47. 

(b)  Defective  Vision. — The  examination  and  treatment 
of  children  with  defective  vision  and  squint  became,  on  5th 
July,  1948,  a function  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  but. 
as  the  services  of  an  ophthalmic  surgeon  were  not  available 
for  West  Lothian,  the  Executive  School  Medical  Officer  con- 
tinued to  act  as  school  oculist.  As  in  previous  years,  childi'en 
who  required  operation  for  the  treatment  of  squint  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh.  Spectacles  ordered 
were  provided  under  the  National  Health  Services  (Scot- 
land) Act. 

3.  ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT 

The  Orthopaedic  Service  expanded  steadily  in  the  year 
under  review.  The  numbers  attending  the  surgeon's  clinics 
at  St.  Mary’s  Secondary  School,  Armadale  Junior  Secondary 
School,  Bo’ness  Academy,  and  Broxburn  Public  School  be- 
came so  large  that  monthly  consultations  were  also  held  at 
Blackburn  Public,  Stoneyburn  Junior  Secondary.  Whitburn 
Junior  Secondary,  Fauldhouse  Junior  Secondary,  Linlithgow 
Public,  Winchburgh  Junior  Secondary,  and  South  Queens- 
ferry  Junior  Secondary  Schools. 

The  appointment  of  an  additional  physiotherapist  was 
approved  by  the  County  Council,  but  unfortunately  there 
was  no  applicant  for  the  post.  A part-time  temporary  assist- 
ant was  appointed,  however,  and  took  up  duty  in  May,  1949. 
Three  physiotherapists  would  be  necessary  to  do  justice  to 
the  work,  if  they  could  be  obtained.  As  it  is.  the  waiting  list 
of  those  who  require  treatment  is  increasing. 
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4.  SPEECH  THERAPY 

Speech  Therapy  has  become  firmly  established  as  a 
valuable  branch  of  the  School  Health  Service.  The  speech 
therapist  has  been  untiring  in  her  efforts  to  treat  as  many 
children  as  possible,  but  the  waiting  list  of  those  referred 
to  her  by  doctors,  teachers,  and  parents  is  growing  steadily 
longer.  An  assistant  speech  therapist  has  been  appointed  and 
will  take  up  her  duties  at  the  beginning  of  next  session,  but 
it  is  felt  that  there  is  sufficient  work  for  an  even  larger  staff. 

B.  System  and  Extent  of  Dental  inspection  and  Treatment 

Early  in  the  session  the  senior  dental  officer  and  one  of 
the  assistant  dental  officers  resigned  their  appointments  with 
the  County  Council.  The  two  remaining  dentists  continued 
to  work  in  their  respective  areas,  where  they  had  gained  the 
confidence  of  the  children,  which  is  reflected  in  the  high 
percentage  (80.9%)  of  those  accepting  treatment.  The  pros- 
pect of  filling  the  vacancies  on  the  dental  staff  would  seem 
to  be  remote,  and  it  is  little  short  of  a tragedy  that  this 
important  health  service  is  not  available  to  all  school  child- 
ren. 


C.  School  Nursing  and  Arrangements  for  Follow-up 

See  Annual  Report  for  1946-47. 

D.  Co-ordination  with  the  Public  Health  Service  and  with 

other  Departments  of  the  Authority  which  render 
Services  to  Children 

See  Annual  Report  for  1946-47. 

E.  Co-operation  with  Voluntary  Bodies  and  other  outside 

Agencies 

There  has  been  co-operation  between  this  department 
and  various  voluntary  organisations  including  the  Scottish 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children,  the  Scot- 
tish Orthopaedic  Council,  and  the  West  Lothian  Branch  of 
the  Royal  Red  Cross.  Their  willing  help  is  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

F.  Co-operation  with  Teachers  and  Parents 

The  members  of  the  school  medical  and  dental  staff  are 
indebted  to  the  Rectors,  Headteachers,  and  their  assistants 
for  their  unfailing  help  and  collaboration.  They  have  a keen 
interest  in  the  health  of  their  pupils  and  are  quick  to  observe 
defects  which  require  investigation  and  treatment. 
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The  medical  and  dental  staff  make  every  effort  to  obtain 
the  co-operation  of  the  parents,  which  is  essential  for  the 
success  of  the  School  Health  Service,  and  they  find  that  on 
the  whole  it  is  freely  given.  This  is  borne  out  by  the  large 
numbers  who  see  that  their  children  take  advantage  of  the 
several  branches  of  treatment  offered. 

THE  FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 
The  number  of  children  examined  in  the  routine  groups 
was  3.626.  Special  examinations  numbered  820. 


CLOTHING 


Routine  Cases 

Special  Cases 

Insufficient  

12  (0.33%) 

1 

In  need  of  repair  

4 (0.11%) 

5 

Dirty  

19  (0.52%) 

6 

Footgear  unsatisfactory  ... 

9 (0.24%) 

16 

These  figures  show  that  practically  all  the 

children  ex- 

amined  were  well  clothed  and  well  shod. 

CLEANLINESS 

Head- 

Routine  Cases 

Special  Cases 

Dirty  

— — 

3 

Verminous 

14  (0.38%) 

38 

Nits  

Body — 

170  (4.68%) 

152 

Dirty  

13  (0.35%)) 

8 

Verminous 

2 (0.05%) 

3 

There  was  an  improvement  in  cleanliness  this  year.  Last 
year,  infestation  with  nits  was  found  in  5.83%  of  those  in  the 
routine  groups  and  in  318  special  cases. 

CONDITION  OF  SKIN 

Routine  Cases  Special  Cases 

Head — 


Ringworm 

— 



. 

Impetigo  

6 

(0.16%) 

7 

Other  Diseases  

23 

(0.63%) 

2 

Body — 

Ringworm 

Impetigo  

1 

(0.02%) 

2 

Scabies  

6 

(0.16)% 

2 

Other  Diseases  

49 

(1.35%) 

13 

The  incidence  of  skin  conditions  was  low.  There  was  one 
suspected  case  of  ringworm  of  the  scalp,  but  examination 
under  Wood’s  Lamp  did  not  confirm  this  diagnosis. 
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NUTRITION 

Routine  Cases  Special  Cases 

Average  3,531  (97.29%)  — 

Average  minus  93  (2.56%)  4 

Malnutrition 2 (0.05%)  — 

The  percentage  of  children  of  average  nutrition  was 
higher  than  it  was  in  the  previous  year  (95.53%). 

The  heights  and  weights  of  the  children  examined  are 
given  in  Table  VI,  and  correspond  closely  to  those  of  the 
previous  years. 


NOSE,  THROAT,  AND  GLANDS 


Routine  Cases 

Special 

Nose — 

Requiring  observation  ... 

72 

(1.98%) 

9 

Requiring  operation 

149 

(4.10%) 

74 

Other  conditions 

20 

(0.55%) 

24 

Throat — 

Requiring  observation  ... 

147 

(4.05%) 

30 

Requiring  operation 

158 

(4.35%) 

93 

Glands — 

Requiring  observation  ... 

71 

(1.95%) 

17 

Requiring  operation 

8 

(0.22%) 

3 

There  was  again  an  increase  in  the  number  of  children 
requiring  operation  for  the  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids. 
The  hospital  waiting  lists  are  long  and  some  children  have 
had  to  wait  for  operation  for  two  years  or  more,  although 
urgent  cases  get  priority. 


EXTERNAL  EYE  DISEASE 

Blepharitis  

Conjunctivitis 
Corneal  Opacities  .... 

Strabismus  

Other  Diseases 


Routine  Cases 

16  (0.44%) 
4 (0.11%) 
1 (0.02%) 

58  (1.59%) 

17  (0.46%) 


Special  Cases 
6 
7 

7 

8 


The  incidence  of  external  eye  conditions  was  low. 


VISION 

As  a result  of  routine  inspection,  105  children  were  re- 
ferred for  refraction.  Of  the  1,163  children  in  the  Age  7 
group  whose  vision  was  tested,  74  were  referred  for  further 
examination,  and  139  special  cases  were  also  refracted. 
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EARS 

Routine  Cases  Special  Cases 

Otorrhoea  32  (0.88%)  17 

Other  conditions  202  (5.57%)  35 

There  was  again  a small  rise  in  the  incidence  of  otorrhoea 
(1947-48 — 0.86%).  A possible  explanation  for  this  continued 
rise  is  that  during  the  longer  waiting  period  for  the  removal 
of  unhealthy  tonsils  and  adenoids,  infection  is  more  likely 
to  spread  to  the  ear. 


HEARING 


Grade  I (Conversational 

Routine  Cases 

Special  Cases 

voice  heard  at  20  ft.  and 
over)  

10 

(0.27%) 

3 

Grade  Ha  (Can  be  educated 
in  ordinary  class  if  seated 
near  the  teacher) 

10 

(0.27%) 

4 

Grade  lib  (Special  school 
education  required) 

3 

(0.08%) 

. 

Grade  III  (Special  school 
education  required)  ..„ 

1 

(0.02%) 



The  children  are  graded  according  to  the  hearing  in  the 
better  ear.  Five  children  were  referred  for  complete  aural 
examination,  and  for  test  with  the  pure  tone  audiometer. 


SPEECH 

The  majority  of  cases  of  speech  defect  are  referred  as 
special  cases,  and  details  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  by 
the  Speech  Therapist  are  given  in  Table  VII  at  the  end  of  this 
report. 


MENTAL  AND  NERVOUS  CONDITIONS 

Routine  Cases  Special  Cases 


6 (0.16%) 
6 (0.16%) 


Backward  

Dull  

Mentally  Defective, 

Educable  

Mentally  Defective, 

Ineducable 

Nervous  and  unstable 
Difficult  in  behaviour 


1 (0.02%) 

2 (0.05%)  11 

1 (0.02%)  4 


During  the  session  sixteen  children  who  were  either 
nervous  and  unstable  or  difficult  in  behaviour  attended  Child 
Guidance  Clinics  in  Edinburgh. 
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HEART  AND  CIRCULATION 


Routine  Cases  Special  Cases 

(a)  Organic  Disease— 

Congenital  

9 (0.24%) 

— 

Acquired 

6 (0.16%) 

1 

(b)  Functional  Disease 

8 (0.22%) 

2 

The  number  of  children  found  on  medical 

inspection  to 

have  disease  or  abnormality  of  the  heart  showed  little  vari- 

ation  from  that  of  the  previous  year. 

LUNGS 

Routine  Cases 

Special  Cases 

Chronic  Bronchitis  .... 

19  (0.52%) 

3 

Suspected  Tuberculosis 

1 (0.02%) 

2 

Other  Diseases  

63  (1.73%) 

4 

The  incidence  of  abnormal 
again  low. 

conditions  of  the  lungs  was 

DEFORMITIES 

Routine  Cases 

Special  Cases 

(a)  Congenital  

(b)  Acquired — 

38  (1.04%) 

Poliomyelitis  

6 (0.16%) 

— 

Probably  Rickets 

66  (1.82%) 

— 

Other  cases  

254  (7.00%) 

48 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  Orthopaedic  Service, 
close  search  has  been  made  at  routine  inspections  for  minor 
defects  for  which  no  treatment  was  available  previously  , 
these  cases  account  for  the  increase. 


MEDICAL  TREATMENT 


A.  MINOR  AILMENTS 
Conditions 

Cuts,  Bruises,  etc. 

Ears,  Nose,  etc 

Eyes  

Diseases  of  the  Skin — 
Ringworm  (scalp) 
Ringworm  (body) 

Scabies  

Impetigo 

Other  Diseases 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Cases 

Attendances 

3,777 

9,474 

346 

1,493 

146 

386 

1 1 

11  81 

162  528 

357  842 


4,800 


Total 


12,805 
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B.  DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT 

No.  of  cases  examined  for  the  first  time 
No.  of  cases  re-examined  


345 

210 


Total 


555 


Glasses  prescribed  

Glasses  or  change  of  lenses  not  prescribed  .... 


409 

146 


Treatment  of  Squint. — There  are  no  facilities  for  orth- 
optic treatment  but  occlusion  was  used  in  the  treatment  of 
amthyopia.  Cases  suitable  for  operative  correction  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  Edinburgh. 

C.  OPERATIONS  FOR  THE  REMOVAL  OF  TONSILS 

AND  ADENOIDS 

No.  of  children  treated  by  operation 123 

All  cases  were  referred  to  private  practitioners  who 
arranged  for  operation  either  at  one  of  the  Regional  Hospi- 
tals or  privately. 

D.  ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS  : 

SPECIALIST  TREATMENT 

No.  of  cases  examined  by  Orthopaedic  Surgeon — 

School  516 

Pre-School  142 

No.  of  New  Cases — 

School  398 

Pre-School  117 

No.  of  Old  Cases — 

School  118 

Pre-School  25 

No.  of  Attendances — 

School  1.395 

Pre-School  364 

No.  of  Cases  treated  in  Hospital — 

School  81 

Pre-School  4 

E.  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

No.  inoculated  for  first  time.  (2  doses) 127 

No.  of  maintenance  doses  1,403 

(Pre-School  children  immunised  not  included) 
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DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 
Details  of  the  year’s  work  are  given  in  Table  V. 

SPECIAL  SCHOOLS  AND  CLASSES 

(a)  Physically  Defective  Children — 

Severely  Crippled  Children.  — At  the  beginning  of  the 
session  there  were  four  boys  and  one  girl  in  the  Trefoil 
School,  Polkemmet.  One  boy  was  admitted  during  the  year, 
and  three  boys  and  one  girl  were  discharged,  leaving  two 
boys  in  residence. 

Epileptic  Children.  — One  boy  and  one  girl  were  edu- 
cated in  the  Colony  for  Epileptics,  Bridge  of  Weir. 

(b)  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Children — 

One  boy  was  in  attendance  at  the  Royal  Blind  School, 
Edinburgh,  and  he  was  discharged  during  the  session. 

(c)  Deaf,  Partially  Deaf,  and  Deaf-Mute  Children — 

In  July,  1949,  there  were  fourteen  children  in  residential 
schools  for  the  deaf.  At  the  beginning  of  the  session  there 
were  ten  boys  and  two  girls  in  Donaldson’s  School  for  the 
Deaf  ; one  boy  and  one  girl  in  the  Glasgow  School  for  the 
Deaf  ; and  one  girl  in  St.  Vincent’s  School,  Glasgow.  During 
the  year  two  boys  were  admitted  to  Donaldson’s  School,  one 
boy  and  one  girl  discharged  from  that  school,  and  one  boy 
discharged  from  the  Glasgow  School  for  the  Deaf. 

(d)  Mentally  Handicapped  Children — 

There  are  five  Special  Classes  in  the  County  for  the  edu- 
cation of  mentally  handicapped  children.  The  numbers  in 
attendance  at  these  classes  during  the  session  are  given  in 
Table  VIII. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

(a)  The  following  additional  examinations  were  made  : — 

(1)  Candidates  for  Pre-Nursing  Course — 5 girls. 

(2)  Candidates  for  Pre-Apprenticeship  Courses— 11  boys. 

(3)  Applicants  for  attendance  at  School  Holiday  Camps 
— 390  boys  and  girls. 

(4)  Pre-School  Children  at  Wallhouse  Residential 
Centre. — Dr  Wilson  paid  eight  visits  to  the  Centre 
during  the  session.  On  each  occasion  all  the  pre- 
school children  were  medically  examined,  and  in  all, 
76  examinations  were  made. 
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(b)  The  Medical  Officers  estimated  the  intelligence  of  9 boys 
and  6 girls  who  were  suspected  of  being  mentally  handi- 
capped. 


ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  THE  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 
AND  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  OF  THE  CHILDREN 

See  Annual  Report  for  1947-48. 


SCHOOL  HOLIDAY  CAMPS 

Before  the  war  school  children  camped  under  canvas 
during  the  summer  vacation,  but  this  year  for  the  first  time 
a hutted  camp,  owned  by  the  Scottish  National  Camps  Asso- 
ciation, was  used.  The  Education  Committee  booked  Broom- 
lee  Camp,  West  Linton,  for  the  first  two  weeks  in  August. 
Each  child  had  one  week’s  holiday,  and  in  all  314  children 
attended. 

From  the  medical  point  of  view  these  camps  are  of  great 
importance.  Not  only  do  they  provide  holidays  for  children 
who  might  not  otherwise  get  them,  but  at  the  camps  the 
children  learn  the  principles  of  healthy  living.  It  is  gratifying 
to  know  that  this  first  camp  was  a success,  and  that  it  is 
planned  to  make  camp  holidays  available  for  larger  numbers 
in  future  years. 
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FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

TABLE  I 

Total  number  of  children  examined  at : — 

(A) 

Systematic  or  Routine  Other  Systematic 
Examinations  Examinations 


Bovs 

Girls 

Totals 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Entrants  (Age  5 Group) 

768 

756 

1524 

27 

11 

38 

Age  9 Group  

447 

464 

911 

14 

22 

35 

Age  13  Group  

569 

548 

1117 

33 

15 

46 

Age  16  Group  

28 

46 

74 

4 

3 

7 

Totals  

1812 

1814 

3626 

78 

51 

129 

Age  7 Group  (Vision 

and  Hearing  only  .... 

588 

575 

1163 

36 

26 

62 

Grand  Totals  .... 

2400 

2389 

4789 

114 

77 

191 

(B)  Other  Examinations 

• 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

*Special  Examinations 

365 

455 

820 

Re-Examinations 

1671 

1847 

3518 

Totals  

2036 

2302 

4338 

* Exclusive  of  the  examination  of  children  suspected  to  be  mentally 
defective.  Refractions  are  also  not  included  in  this  group. 

Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic 
examinations  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring 


treatment  : — 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Entrants 

85 

93 

178 

Age  9 Group 

18 

19 

37 

Age  13  Group  .... 

31 

51 

82 

Age  16  Group  .... 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 

....  136 

164 

300 

Age  7 Group 

51 

59 

no 

187 

223 

410 

Special  Cases  .... 

....  157 

134 

291 

344 

357 

701 

(Exclusive  of  Mentally  Handicapped  Children) 
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TABLE  II 

Systematic  Examinations 


Return  of  number  and  percentage  of  individual  children 
in  each  group  suffering  from  particular  defects 


Entrants 

I ntermediatcs 

Louvers 

Secondaries 

All  Ages 

Age  Groups 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Gills 

Number  Examined 

768 

756 

447 

464 

569 

548 

28 

46 

1812 

1814 

Nature  of  Defects  found 

1.  Clothing  Unsatisfac- 

tory— 

Insufficient 

4 

5 



2 

1 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Ragged  

1 

— 

2 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Dirty 

6 

i 

6 

4 

i 

1 

— 

— 

13 

6 

Totals 

11 

6 

8 

4 

4 

2 

— 

- 

2.3 

12 

% 

(1.11) 

(131) 

(0.53) 

— 

(0.96) 

2.  Footgear  Unsatis- 



3 

3 

1 

2 







° 

4 

factory— 

% 

(0.19) 

(0.43) 

(0 

17) 

- 

(0.24) 

3.  Uncleanliness — 

Head — 

Dirty 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Nits  ... 

11 

68 

5 

44 

1 

41 

17 

153 

Verminous.. 

3 

1 

i 

5. 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

10 

Body — 

Dirty 

2 

— 

4 

i 

2 

4 

— 

8 

5 

Verminous... 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

i 

Totals 

17 

70 

10 

50 

3 

49 

— 

— 

30 

169 

% 

(5. 

70) 

(6.58) 

(4.65) 

(5.48) 

4.  Skin — 

Head— 

Ringworm... 

Impetigo  

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Other  Diseases 

5 

10 

1 

3 

3 

i 

— 

— 

9 

14 

Body — 

Ringworm  ... 

Impetigo  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Scabies 

i 

2 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Other  Diseases 

9 

11 

6 

2 

i 

13 

— 

1 

22 

27 

Totals 

16 

24 

9 

i 

12 

16 

— 

1 

37 

4S 

% 

(2.62) 

(1. 

75) 

(2.50) 

(1.35) 

('- 

34) 

5.  Nutrition — 

Slightly  Defective... 

23 

26 

13 

9 

8 

14 

— 

— 

44 

49 

Bad  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 1 

2 

Totals 

23 

26 

13 

9 

8 

16 

— 

44 

51 

% 

(3.21) 

(2.41) 

(2.14) 

- 

(2.61) 
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TABLE  II  (continued) 


Age  Groups 

Entrants 

Intermediates 

Leavers 

Secondaries 

All 

\ges 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Number  Examined 

768 

756 

447 

464 

569 

548 

28 

46 

1812 

1814 

0.  Mouth  and  Teeth 
Unhealthy  — 

% 

9 

13 

2 

1 

2 

6 

1 

13 

27 

(1.44) 

(0.98) 

(0. 

71) 

(1.35) 

(1.10) 

7.  Naso-Pharynx — 

Nose — 

Observation 

29 

26 

5 

1 

5 

6 

— 

39 

33 

Treatment  ... 

5G 

63 

6 

5 

5 

14 

— 

— 

67 

82 

Other  Diseases 

5 

4 

1 

i 

6 

3 

— 

— 

12 

8 

Throat — 

Observation 

52 

46 

14 

12 

3 

20 

— 

— 

69 

78 

Treatment  ... 

52 

61 

11 

10 

5 

18 

— 

1 

68 

90 

Glands  — 

Observation 

38 

15 

10 

3 

2 

3 

' 

— 

50 

21 

Treatment  ... 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

Totals 

237 

218 

47 

32 

26 

64 

; — 

1 

310 

315 

% 

(29.85) 

(8  67) 

(8.05) 

(1  35) 

(17 

23) 

S.  Eyes — 

(a)  External  Diseases 

Blepharitis 

3 

4 

1 

2 

5 

1 

— 

— 

9 

1 

Conjunctivitis 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Corneal  Opacities 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

Strabismus... 

24 

21 

5 

4 

i 

3 

— 

— 

30 

28 

Other  Diseases 

6 

3 

2 

3 

i 

2 

— 

— 

9 

8 

Totals 

35 

30 

8 

16 

7 

6 

— 

- 

50 

46 

% 

(4.26) 

(1.97) 

0.16) 

- 

(^ 

64) 

Eyes— 

(b)  Yisual  Acuity* 

Fair.  6/9  or  6/12 

— 

— 

i 

21 

23 

17 

— 

2 

30 

40 

% 

(3.07) 

(3.58) 

(2. 

70) 

(3.34) 

Bad.  6/18  or  worse 

_ 

5 

8 

9 

9 

4 

1 

18 

18 

% 

(1.42) 

(1.61) 

(6 

75) 

(1 

72) 

Recommended  for 

11 

18 

6 

1 1 

17 

37 

1 

1 

35 

68 

Refraction 

% 

(1  9o) 

(1.86) 

(1.83) 

(2. 

70) 

(2.84) 

9.  Ears — 

(ai  Diseases  — 

Otorrhoea  ... 

6 

5 

1 

3 

7 

4 

— 

— 

20 

12 

Other  Diseases 

37 

46 

40 

35 

12 

29 

3 

89 

113 

Totals 

43 

51 

47 

38 

19 

33 

— 

3 

109 

125 

% 

(6.16) 

(9.34) 

(4.65) 

(4  05) 

(6.45) 

’Number  Examined— Boys  1034,  Girls  1058,  Total  2092 
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TABLE  II  (continued) 


Age  Groups 

Entrants 

Intenncdialcs 

Leavers 

Secondaries 

I All  Ages 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Number  Examined 

708 

756 

447 

461 

569 

518 

1 28 

46 

1812 

1811 

(b)  Defective  Hearing 

Grade  I 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

i 

3 

Grade  Ila  ... 

3 

2 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

6 

4 

Grade  lib 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Grade  III 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

10 

3 

2 

2 

4 

3 

— 

— 

16 

8 

% 

(0.85) 

(0.13) 

(<>.R2) 

(0  66) 

10.  Speech — 

Defective  Articu- 
lation 

12 

5 

2 

1 

14 

6 

Stammering 

2 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

4 

3 

Totals 

14 

7 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

18 

9 

% 

(1.37) 

(0.32) 

(026) 

(0 

74) 

11.  Mental  and  Nervous 

condition — 

Backward  ... 

— 

— 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

5 

1 

Dull 

2 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

Mentally  Defective 

(Educable) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mentally  Defective 

(Ineducable) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Highly  Nervous 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Difficult  in 

Behaviour 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

Totals 

6 

3 

4 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

12  1 

4 

% 

(0.59) 

(0.43) 

(0.26) 

- 

(0.44) 

12.  Circulatory  System 

(a)  Organic  Heart 

9 

Disease — 

Congenital... 

3 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

6 

3 

Acquired  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

3 

3 

(b)  Functional  Con- 

dition  ... 

1 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 , 

6 

Totals 

5 

10 

2 

— 

4 

2 

- 1 

— 

ii 

12 

% 

(0.98) 

(0.21) 

(0  53) 

(0.63) 

13.  Lung^ — 

Chronic  Bronchitis 

7 

7 

1 

3 

1 

— 





9 

10 

Suspected  Tubercu- 

losis 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 



Other  Diseases 

22 

26 

3 

2 

7 

2 

— 

1 

32 

31 

Totals 

30 

33 

4 1 

5 

8 

2 

— 

1 

42 

41 

% 

(1.13) 

(0.98) 

(0.S9) 

(1.35) 

(2.28) 
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TABLE  II  (continued) 


Age  Groups 

Entrants 

Intermediates 

Leavers 

Secondaries 

All 

\pcs 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Bovs 

Girls 

Number  Examined 

768 

5? 

05 

447 

464 

569 

548 

28 

46 

1812 

1814 

14.  Deformities — 

(a)  Congenital 

16 

17 

2 

2 

1 

18 

20 

(b)  Acquired — 
Infantile  Paralysis 

4 

2 

l 

2 

Probable  Rickets... 

83 

28 

3 

1 

i 

- 





37 

29 

Other  Causes 

38 

35 

22 

29 

65 

60 

4 

1 

129 

125 

Totals 

91 

82 

25 

30 

68 

62 

4 

2 

188 

176 

% 

(11.35) 

(6.03) 

(11.63) 

(8  09) 

(10.03) 

15.  Infectious  Diseases 

1 







1 

% 

(0.06) 

(0.02) 

16.  Other  Diseases  or 

29 

20 

10 

4 

8 

18 

2 

47 

44 

Defects  — 

% 

(3. 

21) 

(1.53) 

(2.32) 

(2.70) 

(2. 

50) 

TABLE  III 

Systematic  Medical  Examination 
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TABLE  IV 


Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in  the  Area 


Disability 

1.  Blind  ... 

2.  Partially  Sighted — 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in. 
which  the  curriculum  of 
an  ordinary  school 
would  adversely  affect 
the  eye  condition 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the 
eye,  e.g.,  cataract, 
ulceration,  etc.,  which 
render  the  child  unable 
to  read  ordinary  school 
books  or  to  see  well 
enough  to  be  taught  in 
an  ordinary  school 

3.  Deaf— 

Grade  I 
Grade  Ha 
Grade  lib 

Grade  III  

4.  Defective  Speech — 

(a)  Defects  of  Articulation 
requiring  special  educa- 
tional measures 

(b)  Stammering  requiring 
special  educational 
measures 

5.  Mentally  Defective — 

(Children  between  5 
and  16  years) 

(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  approx. 

50-70)  

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  gener- 
ally less  than  50) 

6.  Epilepsy — 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional  ... 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care 
in  a residential  school) 


At  At  Special  At  no 
Ordinary  Schools  or  School  or  Total 
Schools  Classes  Institution 
— 1 — 1 


' — — 7 


1 — — I 

32  — — 32 

18  — — 18 

4 1 — 5 

1 17  1 19 


515  — — 515 


157  — — 157 


7 34  1 42 

1 6 31  38 


11  — — 11 
— 2 13 


7.  Physically  Defective — 

(Children  between  5 

and  16  years) 

(a)  Non-Pulmonary  tuber- 

culosis (excluding  cer- 
vical glands)  ...  •••  6 

(b)  General  Orthopaedic 

conditions  ...  ...  516 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease  37 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill- 

health  ...  ...  ...  38 

8.  Multiple  Defects — 

i ...  ...  ... 

v •...  •••  •••  — 

viii 


6 


1 7 

6 528 

1 38 

3 41 

1 

- 4 

- 1 

- 11 


3 
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TABLE  V 

Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment 

Number  of  children  who  were  : — 
Inspected  by  Dental  Officers — 


Special  and 
Systematic  Emergency 


Age 

Examina  lions 

Cases 

5 .... 

....  278 

24 

6 .... 

....  279 

23 

7 .... 

....  308 

32 

8 .... 

....  240 

30 

9 .... 

....  296 

58 

10  .... 

....  268 

22 

11  .... 

....  348 

24 

12  .... 

....  576 

13 

13  .... 

....  502 

20 

14  .... 

....  452 

15 

15  .... 

....  275 

6 

Total 

....  3.822 

267 

2.  (a)  Found  to  require  treatment 

....  2484 

267 

(b)  Accepting  treatment  (80.9%) 

....  2010 

267 

3.  Actually  treated  by  S.D.O.’s 

....  1949 

267 

4.  Number  of  attendances  made 

by 

children  for  treatment  .... 

....  4753 

439 

5.  Fillings — 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth 

....  1650 

52 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 

....  103 

3 

6.  Extractions — 

(a)  Permanent  Teeth 

....  295 

16 

(b)  Temporary  Teeth 

....  1996 

150 

7.  Number  of  administrations  of 

a 

general  anaesthetic  for  extrac- 

tions  

— 

— 

8.  Other  Operations  

....  1439 

360 

Scalings  and  Cleanings 

....  707 

16 

Dentures  

9 

1 

Orthodontic  Appliances 

10 

12 

9. 


10. 


Half-days  devoted  to  inspection  .... 
Half-days  devoted  to  treatment  .... 
Number  of  children  treated  under 
private  arrangements 


34 

792 

110 
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TABLE  VI 

Average  Heights  and  Weights 


Number 

Measured 

Average  Age 
Years  Months 

Average 

Height 

(inches) 

Average 

Weight 

(pounds) 

Boys 

79 

4 

9 

41.43 

40.27 

596 

5 

5 

43.17 

43.51 

83 

6 

1 

44.78 

46.08 

1 

7 

4 

47.00 

51.00 

259 

9 

7 

52.21 

64.51 

187 

10 

2 

53.09 

67.60 

8 

12 

9 

56.50 

80.75 

385 

13 

6 

59.23 

92.77 

171 

14 

1 

60.57 

99.18 

17 

16 

8 

67.82 

136.00 

11 

17 

1 

68.81 

144.09 

Girls 

83 

4 

9 

41.30 

38.97 

608 

5 

5 

42.43 

41.50 

63 

6 

1 

43.95 

43.31 

2 

7 

— 

45.00 

46.50 

278 

9 

7 

51.83 

63.43 

186 

10 

1 

52.83 

71.41 

13 

12 

10 

57.23 

82.76 

373 

13 

6 

59.76 

97.95 

162 

14 

1 

60.80 

105.49 

30 

16 

7 

63.53 

123.26 

15 

17 

1 

63.13 

121.73 

TABLE  VII 

Speech  Defects 


Stammering  ... 

Defective 
Articulation  . . . 

Totals  . . . 
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PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 

124  Vessels  arrived  from  foreign  ports  during  1949  ; all 
had  clean  bills  of  health.  No  action  was  necessary  under  the 
Port  Sanitary  Regulations. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr  A.  Simpson,  County  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Supplies  for  the  County  are  derived  from  Baddinsgill 
Reservoir  in  the  Parish  of  West  Linton,  Peeblesshire  ; For- 
restburn  Reservoir  in  the  Parish  of  Shotts,  Lanarkshire  ; 
Binny  Reservoir  in  the  Parish  of  Uphall,  West  Lothian  ; 
underground  tanks  in  the  Parish  of  Torphichen,  West  Loth- 
ian ; Beecraigs  Reservoir  in  the  Parish  of  Linlithgow  ; and 

Morton  Reservoir  in  the  Parish  of  Kirknewton,  Midlothian. 

• 

There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the  distribution 
of  water  supplies  throughout  the  area,  gravitation  water 
being  available  in  all  but  the  higher  reaches  of  the  County, 
and  supplies  have  been  well  maintained. 

Where  areas  have  been  developed  for  housing  purposes, 
the  necessary  extensions  to  water  mains  have  been  carried 
out. 


During  the  year  the  Council  approved  of  the  replace- 
ment at  all  reservoirs  of  chlorination  plants,  installed  during 
the  war,  by  permanent  plants. 

DRAINAGE 

There  are  twenty  two  Special  Drainage  Districts  within 
the  County,  being  situated  at — Armadale,  West  End  ; Bath- 
ville  ; Blackness  ; Blackburn  ; Blackridge  ; Broxburn  (in- 
cluding Uphall,  Uphall  Station,  and  Dechmont)  ; Burnside  ; 
Carriden  ; East  Whitburn  ; Fauldhouse  ; Kirkliston  ; Linlith- 
gowbridge  ; Livingston  Station  ; Longridge  ; Muirhouses  ; 
Newtown  ; Seafield  ; Stoneyburn  and  Bents  ; Torphichen  ; 
Whiteside  ; Winchburgh  and  Newton,  by  Winchburgh  ; the 
latter  being  formed  during  the  year. 

Private  drainage  systems  are  in  operation  in  the  follow- 
ing small  villages — Breich  ; Bridgend,  by  Linlithgow  ; Dal- 
meny  ; Greenrigg,  Harthill  ; Philpstoun  ; Roman  Camp. 
Broxburn  ; Westfield  ; Woodend,  Armadale  ; and  Falside, 
Bathgate. 

The  various  drainage  systems  and  sewage  disposal  works 
have  been  operated  and  are  being  maintained  in  a fairly 
satisfactory  manner,  although  in  one  or  two  instances  the 
sewerage  systems  and  disposal  works  are  fully  taxed  due  to 
increasing  housing  development. 
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Further  consideration  was  given  during  the  year  by  the 
County  Council  and  the  Department  of  Health  to  organising 
of  sewage  disposal  works  at  Bridgend,  Newton,  and  Brox- 
burn. At  Bridgend  and  Broxburn  the  matters  have  been  put 
in  the  hands  of  Civil  Engineers  for  the  purpose  of  drawing 
up  a modern  scheme  of  sewage  purification,  for  submission 
to  the  County  Council.  During  the  year,  proposals  were  pro- 
vided for  improvements  at  Newton  and  it  is  hoped  in  the 
early  part  of  next  year  to  have  the  necessary  works  put  in 
hand. 

Other  schemes  which  will  require  attention  in  the  near 
future  are  Blackridge,  Dalmeny,  Livingston  Station,  and 
Seafield,  while  additional  means  of  treatment  will  be  re- 
quired at  Kirkliston  and  Philpstoun,  in  view  of  proposed 
housing  development  in  these  villages. 

Sewers  were  extended,  as  required,  during  the  year  to 
serve  areas  bing  developed  for  housing  purposes. 

SCAVENGING 

There  are  twenty-four  Special  Scavenging  Districts  with- 
in the  County,  being  situated  as  follows  : — Armadale  West 
End  ; Bathville  ; Blackburn  ; Blackridge  ; Blackness  ; Bridg- 
end ; Linlithgow'  ; Broxburn  (including  Uphall,  Uphall 
Station.  Dechmont,  Roman  Camp,  and  East  Burnside)  ; Car- 
riden  ; Dalmeny  ; East  Whitburn  ; Fauldhouse  ; Kirkliston  ; 
Linlithgowbridge  ; Livingston  Station  ; Longridge  ; Muir- 
houses  ; Newtown  ; Newton  ; Seafield  ; Stoneyburn  ; Tor- 
phichen  ; Westfield  ; Whiteside  ; and  Winchburgh. 

Work  in  the  various  districts  has  been  carried  out  satis- 
factorily during  the  year. 

Methods  adopted  in  the  various  districts  are  as  follows  : 

Broxburn  Area.  — Cleansing  is  carried  out  by  direct 
labour.  The  refuse  is  collected  daily  and  disposed  of  in  coups, 
all  properly  fenced  and  kept  so  as  to  cause  least  possible 
nuisance.  A good  service  is  being  maintained. 

For  the  refuse  collection,  vehicles  used  are  : — 

1-S.D.  Freighter  and  1 Dennis  refuse  collection  vehicle,  the 
latter  having  been  delivered  during  the  course  of  the  year. 

During  the  year,  reconstruction  work  was  commenced 
at  the  Cleansing  Depot  in  Broxburn,  by  way  of  dispensing 
with  the  use  of  horse  stalls  and  loose  boxes,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide suitable  accommodation  for  the  motor  vehicles.  This 
work  should  be  completed  in  the  early  part  of  next  year  and 
will  provide  accommodation  for  at  least  three  refuse  collec- 
tion vehicles. 
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Whitburn  and  Livingston  District  Council  Area.  — 

This  area,  comprising  Fauldhouse,  Longridge,  Stoneyburn, 
East  Whitburn,  Blackburn,  Seafield,  and  Livingston  Station 
is  serviced  by  direct  labour,  the  vehicles  in  use  being  of 
Dennis  make. 

During  the  year  the  service  has  been  well  maintained, 
and  after  the  first  full  year’s  service  by  direct  labour,  the 
opinion  expressed  in  last  year’s  report  has  been  confirmed, 
in  that  compared  with  contracting  system  of  refuse  collect- 
tion,  the  collection  by  direct  labour  has  resulted  in  a more 
constant  collection  and  in  improved  means  of  disposal. 

Whiteside  and  Bathville  Districts.  — These  districts  are 
serviced  by  the  adjoining  Burghs  of  Bathgate  and  Armadale, 
by  agreement  with  the  Town  Councils. 

The  remaining  districts  are  serviced  by  contractors,  the 
refuse  being  disposed  of  in  coups  which  are  situated,  fenced, 
and  kept  so  as  not  to  cause  nuisance. 

Scavengers  are  employed  throughout  the  districts  to 
sweep  streets  and  roadways  and  to  assist  where  necessary 
with  the  collection  of  refuse. 

Scavenging  in  the  small  villages  of  Breich,  Greenrigg, 
Philpstoun  and  in  the  new  scheme  at  Falside,  Bath- 
gate, is  undertaken  and  carried  out  regularly  by  the  property 
owners. 

During  the  year  there  was  collected  by  the  scavenging 
employees  and  various  organisations  in  the  County,  102  tons. 
3 cwts.  waste  paper  ; 2 tons,  10  cwts.  scrap  iron  ; and  6 cwts. 
of  textiles.  This  collection  was  stopped  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1949,  due  to  the  lowering  in  prices  offered  for  salvage 
material,  with  the  result  that  the  collection  became  un- 
economical. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  is  only  one  offensive  trade  within  the  Landward 
Area  of  the  County,  being  a fertiliser  plant  situated  at  Caw- 
burn,  Drumshoreland,  Broxburn.  For  the  class  of  work  car- 
ried out  at  this  factory,  the  premises  are  reasonably  well 
maintained. 

NUISANCES 

33  written  intimations  referring  to  nuisances  were  issued 
under  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 
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These  related  to  defective  drains,  choked  w.c.’s,  and  insani- 
tary ashpits.  Most  nuisances  observed  and  reported  were 
abated  by  negotiation  and  without  the  issue  of  statutory 
notices. 

BURIALS 

During  the  year  there  were  sixteen  burials  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Local  Authority  in  terms  of  Section  50  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  None  of  these  burials  qualified 
for  Death  Grant  under  the  Act,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  de- 
ceased persons  were  all  elderly.  In  some  cases  monies  were 
available  to  defray  the  cost  of  the  burials  and  where  this 
occurred,  they  were  forwarded  to  the  County  Clerk  to  defray 
from  the  cost  of  the  burials. 

During  the  year  the  question  arose  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  Local  Authority  were  responsible  for  the  cost  of  burials 
undertaken  from  Bangour  Hospital,  from  which  the  majority 
of  cases  came,  and  in  this  connection  instructions  were  re- 
ceived from  the  County  Clerk  for  the  Sanitary  Department 
to  undertake  such  burials  from  Bangour  Hospital  under 
protest. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS 

Burial  grounds  continue  to  be  well  cared  for,  and  no 
cause  for  complaint  has  arisen. 

Five  public  mortuaries  are  available  in  the  County,  one 
at  Bathgate,  one  at  Bo’ness,  one  at  Broxburn,  and.  two  at 
South  Queensferry. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

As  in  previous  years  complaints  persisted  regarding  the 
condition  of  burning  bings  at  Easton  Colliery,  Bathgate  ; 
Riddochhill  Colliery,  by  Bathgate  ; and  Whitrigg  Colliery, 
East  Whitburn,  fumes  from  which  caused  nuisances  in  the 
surrounding  areas. 

During  the  year  these  conditions  gave  cause  for  concern 
by  the  Health  Committee  of  the  County  Council,  and  vari- 
ous meetings  were  held  concerning  these  matters. 

The  position  towards  the  end  of  the  year  at  Easton  Col- 
liery was  that  the  original  conical  bing  appeared  to  be  fairly 
well  burned  out  and  while  fumes  still  exuded  from  the  bing, 
these  were  not  so  noticeable  as  in  former  years. 


46 


At  Riddochhill  Colliery  the  affected  area  burned  so 
fiercely  during  the  year  that  the  level  of  the  affected  portion 
dropped  by  8 feet  ; here  again  the  worst  phase  appears  to 
have  been  passed  but  there  still  remains  a large  area  which 
will  take  some  time  to  burn  out. 

At  Whitrigg  Colliery  there  is  little  or  no  improvement, 
the  fire  and  fumes  therefrom  being  at  times  most  noticeable. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  is  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  Landward 
Area,  situated  in  Broxburn.  It  is  suitably  constructed  and 
equipped  for  the  purpose  and  provides  accommodation  for 
95  lodgers.  During  the  year  it  was  well  maintained  and  kept 
in  a clean  condition. 

SCHOOLS 

The  Schools  within  the  County  are  under  the  charge  of 
the  County  Architect,  who  is  responsible  for  their  main- 
tenance. 

FACTORIES 

There  are  136  factories  within  the  Landward  Area  of 
the  County,  many  of  which  were  inspected  during  the  year, 
the  number  of  inspections  being  107.  In  10  cases  the  question 
of  sanitary  accommodation  was  taken  up  and  improvements 
effected. 

RIVERS  POLLUTION 

Regular  examination  of  streams  was  carried  out  during 
the  year  by  the  Rivers  Pollution  Inspector  and  action  taken 
in  cases  referred  to  in  his  reports. 

Pollution  by  sediment  from  coal  washing  plants  con- 
tinues unabated  from  Whitrigg,  Polkemmet,  and  Easton  Col- 
lieries, despite  approach  being  made  to  local  officials.  Such 
pollution  is  mainly  caused  by  faulty  sedimentation  ponds, 
tanks,  and  carelessness  in  their  operation. 

During  the  year  meetings  were  held  between  representa- 
tives of  Counties  of  West  Lothian,  Lanarkshire,  and  Mid- 
lothian, and  representatives  from  Edinburgh  Corporation, 
with  particular  reference  to  pollution  of  River  Almond,  when 
it  was  agreed  that  concerted  action  might  be  taken  with  a 
view  to  improvements  in  the  effluents  finding  their  way  to 
the  River  Almond. 
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During  the  year  serious  complaint  was  also  made  in  con- 
nection with  pollution  from  Easton  Colliery,  and  on  the 
matter  being  taken  up  with  the  National  Coal  Board,  the 
Health  Committee  was  informed  that  a new  washing  plant 
was  in  course  of  installation  and  that  the  National  Coal  Board 
had  every  hope  that  when  the  installation  was  complete, 
there  would  be  a definite  improvement  in  the  discharge  of 
effluent  from  this  colliery. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

During  the  year  1,563  lb.  of  frozen  meat  and  607§  lb.  of 
canned  meat  were  seized  at  the  slaughterhouse  and  con- 
demned by  the  Meat  Inspector  as  being  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. 7 cwts.,  2|  lb.  of  tinned  foods  and  1 ton,  12  cwts.,  6 
sts.,  11  lb.  of  other  foods  were  seized  and  condemned  by  this 
Department  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption  ; the 
latter  comprising  such  other  foods  as  citric  acid,  fish,  sugar, 
sausages,  etc.,  the  majority  being  seized  at  the  N.A.A.F.I., 
South  Queensferry. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  are  two  public  slaughterhouses  in  the  County,  one 
at  Linlithgow  and  one  at  Armadale,  both  of  which  are  main- 
tained by  the  Town  Councils  of  the  Burghs  concerned,  and 
statement  for  the  year  in  relation  to  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered,  and  the  weight  of  condemnations  for  each 
slaughterhouse,  is  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  Animals 


Linlithgow — 


Class  of 

Wholly 

Weight  (in  lbs) 
of  Con- 

Partially  demned  Meat 

Animals 

Slaughtered 

Condemned 

Condemned  and  Offals 

Cattle 

1,517 

6 

24  1 

Calves 

256 

4 

2 1 

26,088 

Sheep 

9,555 

10 

6 ! 

Pigs 

35 

— 

1 J 

Armadale — 

Cattle 

953 

43 

31 

Calves 

1,660 

26 

2 

■ 55,711 

Sheep 

10,485 

30 

8 

Pigs 

40 

3 

2 
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In  the  course  of  the  year  several  visits  were  paid  to  both 
slaughterhouses  in  connection  with  transportation  of  meat 
therefrom,  and  exceptions  were  taken  to  the  type  of  vehicles 
being  used  for  the  purpose.  This  matter  was  taken  up  with 
the  Meat  Transport  Organisation  in  Glasgow  with  a view  to 
effecting  improvements,  and  I have  to  report  that  towards 
the  end  of  the  year  there  was  a definite  sign  of  improvement 
in  the  way  the  vehicles  were  fitted  and  in  the  condition  in 
which  they  were  kept,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  improvement 
will  be  maintained. 

% 

There  is  one  horse  slaughterhouse  situated  to  the  north 
of  East  Main  Street,  Broxburn,  where  horses  are  slaughtered 
for  human  consumption. 

From  January  to  April,  208  animals  were  slaughtered, 
none  of  which  showed  any  evidence  of  disease  which  would 
render  the  meat  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

No  further  slaughtering  took  place  after  April.  1949.  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  the  licence  was  allowed  to  lapse,  no 
application  having  been  made  for  its  renewal. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ACT,  1914 

Many  of  the  registered  premises  were  examined  during 
the  year,  and  where  premises  were  found  to  be  not  altogether 
conforming  to  the  Dairy  Bye-Laws,  the  question  of  repairs 
and  improvements  was  taken  up  with  the  producers,  with 
the  result  that  alterations  were  carried  out  as  required  by 
this  Department  at  the  following  premises  : — Walton  ; Mill- 
rig  ; Brunton  ; Greenrigg  ; Upper  Kinneil  ; Croftmalloch  ; 
Stankards  ; Hilderston  ; Wester  Woodside  ; and  Drum  Farms. 
These  dairies  have  been  licensed  to  produce  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  with  the  exception  of  Hilderston,  where  stan- 
dard milk  is  being  produced,  and  Wester  Woodside  and  Drum, 
where  ordinary  milk  is  being  produced. 

There  are  still  several  dairy  farms  in  the  County  requir- 
ing attention,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  necessary  improve- 
ments will  be  gradually  overtaken. 

There  are  187  registered  milk  producers  within  the 
County,  of  which  27  are  producer-retailers  and  160  are  pro- 
ducers supplying  milk  either  to  retailers  or  to  creameries  for 
pasteurisation.  There  are  8 retailers  who  are  dealers  only, 
not  including  Armadale.  Benhar,  Bathgate,  Broxburn. 
Bo’ness,  Crofthead,  Hillwood,  and  West  Calder  Co-operative 
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Societies  and  their  various  branches.  Six  dairymen  from 
neighbouring  authorities  operate  within  the  County.  The 
number  of  cows  in  registered  dairy  premises  is  approxi- 
mately 2,908. 

As  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report,  I have  again  to  state 
that  there  are  some  retailers  who  are  selling  milk  from  herds 
which  are  not  Tuberculin  Tested,  while  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  is  being  sent  to  creameries  for  pasteurising.  As  pre- 
viously suggested,  re-arrangement  of  suppliei's  by  the  Scot- 
tish Milk  Marketing  Board  might  effect  the  desired  require- 
ment by  diverting  ordinary  milk  to  creameries  so  that  con- 
sumers can  be  supplied  either  with  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
not  pasteurised,  or  Pasteurised  milk. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDERS  (SCOT- 
LAND)-, 1936—1944 

During  the  year  566  samples  of  designated  milks  were 
obtained  fi'om  Certified,  Tuberculin  Tested,  and  Standard 
producers,  being  375  for  bacteriological  examination  and  191 
for  chemical  analysis.  Of  those  taken  for  bacterial  count,  310 
complied  with  the  Milk  Orders  and  65  failed  to  comply,  un- 
satisfactory samples  being  17.33%  of  the  number  taken. 

Results  of  these  taken  for  chemical  analysis  showed  an 
average  butter  fat  content  of  3.99%  and  solids  other  than 
milk  fat  8.98%  against  the  minimum  permitted  standard  of 
3.00%  and  8.50%  respectively. 

23  samples  of  Pasteurised  milk  were  obtained  from  the 
Creamery,  Bathgate,  for  bacteriological  analysis.  5 samples 
failed  to  comply  with  the  Milk  Orders. 

In  all  cases  where  unsatisfactory  results  were  recorded, 
the  producer  was  notified  and  advised  as  to  which  steps 
should  be  taken  to  rectify  matters. 

During  the  year  one  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  producer 
was  brought  before  the  Health  Committee  due  to  the  fact 
that  results  from  his  farm  over  a period  had  proved  unsatis 
factory.  On  an  assurance  being  given  by  this  producer  that 
he  would  take  all  steps  to  improve  matters,  the  Committee 
elected  to  take  no  action  in  the  matter,  and  I have  to  report 
that  subsequent  samples  taken  from  this  farm  have  proved 
satisfactory.  In  other  instances  the  necessary  improvements 
were  effected  without  having  recourse  to  similar  action  being 
taken  against  the  producers. 
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The  number  of  designated  licences  in  operation  at  the 
end  of  1949  was  : — 


During  the  year,  Certified  producers  have  increased  by 
one,  Tuberculin  Tested  producers  have  increased  by  twelve, 
and  Standard  producers  have  decreased  by  eight,  their  be- 
ing an  overall  increase  of  five  designated  producers. 

During  the  year  the  herds  of  Certified  and  Tuberculin 
Tested  producers  were  examined  by  Veterinary  Surgeons 
appointed  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 
From  copies  of  certificates  lodged  here,  it  is  noted  that  of 
6,842  Tuberculin  Tests  carried  out,  7 animals  reacted,  and 
these  were  removed  from  the  herds.  All  the  herds  in  desig- 
nated premises  were  also  subjected  to  clinical  examination, 
and  reports  show  that  of  5,005  examinations  made,  there  was 
one  case  of  tuberculosis  reported.  The  animal  was  slaugh- 
tered. 

The  number  of  herds  designated  as  “ Attested  Herds  ” 
by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  now  number 
124  as  against  108  last  year. 

One  animal  was  slaughtered  and  disposed  of  under  the 
Anthrax  Order,  1938. 

SCOTTISH  MILK  TESTING  SCHEME 

During  the  year  23  samples  of  non-designated  milk  were 
tested  in  the  County  Laboratory.  These  were  subjected  to 
the  Methylene  Blue  (Reductase)  Test  for  keeping  quality, 
butter  fat  content  and  milk  solids  other  than  milk  fat.  Of  the 
samples  taken,  20  failed  to  comply  with  the  required  stan- 
dard for  keeping  quality,  and  2 were  deficient  in  milk  fat. 
Thei’e  was  no  instance  where  the  milk  solids  other  than  milk 
fat  were  deficient.  The  producers  were  notified  of  the  results 
and  advised  of  the  probable  sources  of  contamination.  It  must 
be  said,  however,  that  these  samples  were  taken  during  the 
exceptionally  warm  weather,  and  unsatisfactory  results 
were  general  throughout  the  country. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT.  1928 

During  the  year  33  samples  of  sweet  milk.  9 samples 
of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  and  1 of  Pasteurised  milk  were 
taken  under  the  above  Act  and  submitted  for  Public  Analysis. 


Certified  

Tuberculin  Tested 

Standard  

Pasteurised 


2 

85 

10 

1 
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In  38  cases  the  samples  proved  to  be  genuine,  but  the  re- 
maining five  samples  were  deficient  to  the  following  ex- 


tents : — 

1.  Milk  Fat  16.0% 

Milk  Solids  other  than  Fat  7.8% 

2.  Milk  Fat  15.0% 

3.  Milk  Solids  other  than  Fat  6.0% 

4.  Milk  Fat  29.3% 

5.  Milk  Fat  18.6% 

Milk  Solids  other  than  Fat  10.4% 


These  cases  were  duly  reported  to  the  County  Clerk,  and 
in  two  instances  legal  proceedings  were  taken.  In  both  in- 
stances the  vendors  were  found  guilty  and  fines  of  £5  and 
£10  were  imposed. 

The  average  milk  fat  content  of  all  samples  taken  was 
3.46'  ( , and  milk  solids  other  than  milk  fat  8.73%,  against  the 
statutory  minimum  requirements  of  3.00%  and  8.5%  respec- 
tively. 

ICE  CREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1948 

Since  the  above  regulations  came  into  operation,  the 
number  of  applications  for  registration  of  premises  for  the 
manufacture,  storage,  and/or  sale  of  ice  cream  is  48,  and  the 
number  of  applications  for  the  registration  of  vehicles  for 
the  sale  of  ice  cream  is  22.  The  number  of  certificates  issued 
for  registration  of  premises  is  15,  and  the  number  of  registra- 
tions granted  for  vehicles  is  5.  The  majority  of  vehicles  have 
been  altered  to  be  suitable  for  the  purpose,  but  registration 
is  being  withheld  until  the  retailer’s  premises,  where  the  ice 
cream  is  manufactured,  are  registered.  The  main  cause  of 
delay  is  either  that  necessary  plant  is  not  yet  available  or 
that  the  Electricity  Board  are  contemplating  the  change  over 
from  D.C.  to  A.C.  current.  The  applications  still  outstanding 
are  being  pressed  to  have  matters  brought  to  a conclusion. 

During  the  year  one  applicant  withdrew  his  application 
for  registration  of  premises  and  one  applicant  was  refused 
vehicle  registration  on  the  grounds  that  the  vehicle  was  un- 
suitable. This  leaves  a total  of  32  premises  and  16  vehicles 
still  to  be  dealt  with. 

During  the  year  22  samples  of  ice  cream  were  obtained 
for  analysis.  The  results  show  that  the  fat  content  varied 
from  0.52%  to  10.34%  against  the  presumptive  minimum 
standard  set  by  the  Department  of  2.50%.  Six  samples  failed 
to  comply  with  the  required  standard  and  these  were  noti- 
fied to  the  Department  of  Health. 
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PREMISES  WHERE  FOODS  ARE  MANUFACTURED, 
PREPARED,  STORED,  OR  EXPOSED  FOR  SALE 

Premises  coming  within  this  category  were  inspected 
during  the  year  and  conditions  found  to  be  generally  satis- 
factory. 


BUILDING  REGULATIONS 

Apart  from  Housing  Schemes  within  the  Lanward  Area 
of  the  County,  155  sets  of  plans  were  examined  and  xeportcu 
upon  for  the  erection  of  new  buildings  and  improvements  to 
existing  buildings. 

48  applied  to  alterations  and  modernising  of  dwelling- 
houses,  3 to  erection  of  dwellinghouses  (1  temporary),  16  to 
erection  of  private  garages,  5 to  alterations  to  ice  cream 
premises,  8 to  the  erection  and  alterations  to  other  shops,  21 
to  alterations  and  improvements  to  dairy  premises,  brooder- 
houses,  piggeries,  stables,  etc.,  4 to  the  erection  of  green- 
houses, 20  to  the  erection  of  huts,  halls,  sheds,  stores,  4 to 
the  erection  and  extension  to  Churches  and  Church  halls,  3 
to  erection  of  electricity  sub-stations,  2 to  erection  of  schools, 
2 to  provision  of  w.c.’s  to  workshops,  12  to  erection  and  ex- 
tension of  various  factories,  1 to  erection  of  boilerhouse  and 
chimney  stack,  1 to  erection  of  gasholder,  1 to  erection  of 
explosive  store,  1 to  alterations  to  provide  cinema,  2 to  erec- 
tion of  business  premises,  and  1 to  renovating  a public  house. 


HOUSING 

During  the  year  inspections  were  made  and  reports 
compiled  with  respect  to  housing  conditions  of  118  houses. 

The  inspections  indicated  that  12  of  the  houses  could  be 
classified  under  terms  of  Section  16  of  the  Housing  (Scot- 
land) Act,  1930,  being  ready  for  condemnation,  but  owing  to 
the  present  housing  scarcity,  no  Order  was  served. 

With  respect  to  the  remainder  of  the  houses  examined, 
these  generally  were  found  to  be  in  a condition  of  disrepair 
requiring  to  be  dealt  with  under  Section  14  of  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act,  1930.  The  question  of  repairs  in  these  cases 
was  taken  up  with  the  owners  and  arrangements  made  for 
necessary  improvements  being  carried  out,  the  owners  in  the 
majority  of  the  houses  either  carrying  out  the  repairs  during 
the  year  or  applying  for  licences  and  permits  for  materials  to 
enable  them  to  commence  work  as  soon  as  possible. 
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The  Housing  Committee  during  the  year  authorised  the 
serving  of  Statutory  Notice  under  Section  14  of  the  Housing 
(Scotland)  Act,  1930,  on  a property  consisting  of  12  houses, 
but  since  the  serving  of  notice,  the  property  has  changed 
ownership  and  the  new  owner  intends  to  proceed  with  cer- 
tain structural  alterations  and  improvements  as  soon  as  poss- 
ible. 

Numerous  other  properties  were  inspected  during  the 
course  of  the  year  with  respect  to  minor  repairs  and  these 
were  dealt  with  by  this  Department  without  having  recourse 
to  report  the  matters  to  the  Housing  Committee.  In  the 
majority  of  instances  the  owners  co-operated  in  giving  effect 
to  the  Department’s  requirements. 

During  the  year,  progress  on  house  erection  is  recorded 
as  follows  : — 

Blackburn.  — 56  traditional  houses  consisting  of  6 of  3 
apartments,  42  of  4 apartments,  and  8 of  5 apartments  were 
at  various  stages  of  construction  with  the  prospect  of  having 
them  completed  and  occupied  from  the  middle  of  next  year 
onwards.  A great  amount  of  delay  was  incurred  on  this 
scheme  due  to  the  shortage  of  joiners. 

In  the  same  area  a scheme  of  300  Weir  steel  houses  pro- 
moted by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association  was 
almost  completed  ; 133  being  completed  during  the  year, 
leaving  only  61  awaiting  completion. 

Blackridge.  — During  the  year  work  was  commenced  on 
10  4-apartment  traditional  houses. 

Fauldhouse.  — 28  Cruden  houses  were  completed  and 
occupied,  and  work  had  commenced  on  the  erection  of  50 
Blackburn  type  houses  which  should  be  ready  in  the  early 
part  of  next  year. 

Armadale,  West  End.  — The  Scottish  Special  Housing 
Association  scheme  of  130  houses  comprising  106  of  4 apart- 
ments and  24  of  5 apartments  was  at  various  stages  of  con- 
struction during  the  year.  In  the  scheme  there  were  com- 
pleted and  occupied  18  of  4 apartments  and  4 of  5 apartments. 

Broxburn,  Fivestanks.  — The  County  Council  scheme  of 
36  traditional  houses  progressed  favourably  on  this  site  ; 12 
of  4 apartments  and  2 of  5 apartments  being  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year. 
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The  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association  scheme  in  this 
area  also  made  good  progress  ; 36  of  4 apartments  and  9 
3-apartment  houses  being  completed  and  occupied.  This 
brings  the  total  houses  completed  by  the  Association  in  this 
area  up  to  110. 

Torphichen.  — In  the  course  of  the  year,  work  on  30 
traditional  houses  was  proceeded  with  and  a commencement 
made  to  other  6 houses,  the  whole  comprising  24  of  3 apart- 
ments, 8 of  4 apartments,  and  4 of  5 apartments.  This  scheme 
has  been  delayed  to  a large  extent  by  the  shortage  of  joiners, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  first  half  of  next  year  the  first 
30  houses  will  be  ready  for  occupation. 

Bathgate,  Falside.  — On  this  site  the  Scottish  Special 
Housing  Association  scheme  of  70  4-apartment  houses  made 
good  progress,  20  4-apartment  houses  being  completed  and 
occupied,  bringing  the  number  of  houses  finished  on  this 
scheme  up  to  40. 

Stoneyfaurn.  — 24  traditional  houses  erected  by  the 
Scottish  Special  Housing  Association  were  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year.  Work  on  the  County  Council 
scheme  of  30  traditional  houses  was  somewhat  delayed  by 
the  scarcity  of  joiners,  but  it  is  hoped  that  these  houses  will 
be  ready  for  occupation  in  the  first  half  of  next  year. 

Longridge.  — 12  Cruden  houses  erected  in  this  village 
were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year. 

Uphall  Station.  — 30  Cruden  houses  were  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year.  In  addition,  20  Blackburn  type 
houses  were  completed  and  occupied. 

Newton.  — During  the  year,  10  Cruden  houses  were 
completed  and  occupied  on  this  scheme. 

Bathgate,  Belvidere  Wood.  — The  Scottish  Special 
Housing  Association  Scheme  of  96  traditional  houses  and  50 
No-Fines  concrete  Weir  Houses  were  proceeded  with  during 
the  year  and  good  progress  was  made  with  the  site  prepara- 
tion and  erection  of  the  houses. 

Newtown,  Bo’ness.  — The  remaining  6 of  the  scheme  of 
32  traditional  houses  on  this  scheme  were  completed  and 
occupied  during  the  year. 
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From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  observed  that  during  the 
year  there  were  completed  and  occupied  by  the  County 
Council  14  traditional  houses  and  100  non-traditional  houses, 
and  by  the  Scottish  Special  Housing  Association  117  tradi- 
tional and  133  non-traditional  houses. 

Nearing  completion  there  were  24  traditional  and  50 
non-traditional  houses  belonging  to  the  County  Council,  and 
48  traditional  and  61  non-traditional  houses  belonging  to  the 
Scottish  Special  Housing  Association. 

In  addition  to  the  schemes  referred  to  above,  negotiations 
have  been  taking  place  with  a view  to  promoting  housing 
schemes  at  : — Philpstoun — 24  houses  ; Kirkliston — 20  houses  ; 
Livingston  Station — 20  houses  ; Fauldhouse — 24  houses  ; 
Longridge — 18  houses  ; Uphall  Station — 15  houses  ; all  of 
traditional  type,  together  with  proposals  for  Ecclesmachan, 
Blackridge,  Winchburgh,  Broxburn,  Uphall  Area,  Stoney- 
burn,  and  Livingston  Village. 

With  respect  to  houses  being  built  for  agricultural 
workers,  it  falls  to  be  recorded  that  there  are  under  construc- 
tion 4 4-apartment  traditional  houses  at  Torphichen  ; 4 
4-apartment  traditional  houses  at  Damback,  Whitburn  ; 4 
4-apartment  Orlit  houses  at  Stoneyburn  ; 4 4-apartment 
Orlit  houses  at  Winchburgh  ; the  latter  nearing  completion. 

In  addition,  negotiations  are  nearing  completion  for  the 
erection  of  4 4-apartment  Orlit  houses  at  Livingston  Station 
road-end,  and  4 4-apartment  houses  at  Kirkliston,  while  lay- 
out plans  have  been  submitted  for  the  erection  of  4 houses 
at  Craigrigg  Cottages,  by  Armadale,  and  4 at  Avoncrook,  by 
Westfield. 

The  question  of  obtaining  a site  for  agricultural  workers’ 
houses  at  Dechmont  is  still  being  considered. 
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